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Fourth Grade Recommended Pacing 
 

Day Skill Page 
Monday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 

Flow of Energy in Ecosystems 
 

Study Island: Topic 5d. Energy in 
Ecosystems 

1-2 

Tuesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Flow of Energy in Ecosystems 

  
Study Island: Topic 5d. Energy in 

Ecosystems 

  
3-4 

Wednesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Flow of Energy in Ecosystems 

  
Study Island: Topic 5d. Energy in 

Ecosystems 

5, 7 

Thursday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Flow of Energy in Ecosystems 

  
Study Island: Topic 5d. Energy in 

Ecosystems 

6, 9 

Friday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Flow of Energy in Ecosystems 

 
Study Island: Topic 5d. Energy in 

Ecosystems 

10-11 

 

*If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, please contact their 

teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed to supporting our students throughout this 

distance learning experience. Thank you for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 

 

 

   
 

 



Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

Monday Day 1 

A. Jamie is keeping busy because she is bored

B. Jamie is causing friction, which creates heat

C. Jamie is causing radiation to warm her hands  

D. Jamie is causing the air around her to warm up

On a cold day, Jamie rubs her hands together while waiting for the bus outside. Why does she do this?

Bell Ringer:

Use your prior knowledge to answer the question about the Hook Picture.Hook:

What is the Sun and why is it so important? ?  
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Reading Passage: Close  read and annotate the following 
passage, and then answer the related 
questions.

The Sun is very important to life on the Earth.  Without the light and heat energy provided by the Sun, life on earth 
would be impossible.  Plants use the light energy from the Sun together with water and air to make their own 
food.  The plants take in Sunlight and air through their leaves.  They also absorb water through their roots. The 
water from the roots travels through the stems of the plant to mix with the air and Sunlight in the leaves. With this 
mixture the plant produces a chemical reaction and creates its own food.  Plants are the only organisms able to 
make food from the light of the Sun.   This makes plants very important to life on the Earth.  Without plants no life 
would exist on the Earth. 

What energies does the Earth receive from the Sun?
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen if the Sun didn’t give the Earth light and heat energy?
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What three things do plants need to make food? 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen if plants didn’t exist on the Earth? 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Exit Slip:  Draw a quick sketch of the Sun’s energies reaching a plant.  Briefly explain what happens in the plant to 
create food. 
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Tuesday Day 2 

Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

A. tent

B. backpack

C. flashlight 

D. toothbrush

Johnny is on a camping trip with his three brothers.  Which of the items he brought with him for the trip can produce 
heat?

Bell Ringer:

Use your prior knowledge to answer the questions about this picture.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Observe the photo of the leaf in the Sun’s light .  How is the plant’s leaf using the light of the Sun?  What questions do 
you have? 

Hook:
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Reading Passage: Close  read and annotate the following passage, 
and then answer the related questions.

Producers and consumers are two ways to classify types of organisms (living things) found on Earth.  Producers are plants.  
They are very important to life on Earth because they make their own food with light energy from the Sun.  Consumers are 
animals, including humans, which are unable to make their own food from the light energy of the Sun.   As a result they need 
to eat (consume) other organisms to get their energy.  There are three types of animal consumers.  Herbivores are animals 
which eat only food producing plants.  Rabbits, deer and buffalo are all examples of herbivores.  Carnivores are animals 
which eat only the meat of other animals.  Florida panthers, American alligators and nurse sharks are examples of carnivores.  
Omnivores are animals which eat both food producing plants and other animals.  The prefix “omni-” means “all”.   Humans, 
bears and ants are examples of animals classified as omnivores. 

 What are two categories of organisms?___________________________________________________________________

What are producers? ________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are consumers? ________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is a  herbivore?  ________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is a carnivore?__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is an omnivore?________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Passage Questions: 
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Wednesday Day 3 

Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

A. add more ice to the tea

B. pour out the tea and leave the ice

C. place the glass of iced tea on a magazine 

D. place the glass of iced tea under a bright lamp

Charlene has a full glass of iced tea.  How would she be able to melt the ice in her tea more quickly?
 

Bell Ringer:

Animals in the wild will be a part of at least one predator/prey relationship. Prey are animals which are stalked and 
eaten by other animals.  Predators are animals which stalk and  eat another animal.  In the picture the fish is the prey 
and the heron is the predator.  Is it possible for the heron to be prey?  Give an example.

Hook Activity:

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Herbivore Carnivore Sort Activity:
Cut out the headers and pictures from the Herbivore Carnivore Resource page.  Place the pictures under the proper 
header.  

Use two pictures from the herbivore/carnivore sort and describe a possible predator/prey relationship 
between the two animals.   

Exit Slip:
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Thursday Day 4

Answer the question to review content from earlier this year.

A. to keep his hands clean

B. to keep his hands warm

C. so his hands will look better  

D. he wants to protect his hands from the heat

Raul’s dad takes a pizza out of the oven.  Why does Raul’s dad wear oven mitts? 

Bell Ringer:

Food Chains Explained:
A  food chain  is the path which energy provided by the Sun transfers from one living thing to another.  In the food chain 
diagram below, the arrows represent the way energy flows as it is transferred. 
 

Food Chain Activity: Complete the following Food Chain Activity and 
answer the questions.  

All the energy for the food chain above comes from the Sun.  The corn plant uses the Sun’s energy to make its own food 
and also create corn.  The mouse eats the corn and takes some of the Sun’s  energy.  The predator owl will eat the prey 
mouse and take some of the Sun’s energy. 

Row 1:  Select and draw 2 living organisms that would complete the food chain below. 
Row 2:  Fill in the 4 spaces in this row with either consumer or producer to describe each of the organisms. 
Row 3:  Fill in the 3 spaces in this row with omnivore, carnivore, or herbivore to describe each of the animals. 

_________   ________

Row 1:

Row 2: _________ ________   ________      _______

________   ________      _______Row 3:
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Herbivore Carnivore Sort Activity
Directions: Cut out the supplied pictures of animals.  Place the animals under the proper header.  

A

B
C

D
E

F

G
H

I

Carnivore
Herbivore
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Left Blank Intentionally for Sort Activity
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What is the most important part of any food chain?  Why?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

How is energy passed through the food chain? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen to life if all of the producers vanished?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What would happen in this food chain if snakes vanished?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What do the arrows in the food chain represent?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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Friday Day 5

Bell Ringer: Answer the question to review content 
from earlier this year.

Use your prior knowledge to answer the question about this picture.Hook Pictures:

A. the wood is staying the same temperature

B. the air around the wood is becoming cooler

C.  the wood is becoming cooler from the friction

D. the wood is becoming warmer from the friction

Ms. Hudson is sanding the top of her teacher’s desk.  What would likely be happening to the wood where she is 
sanding?

What type of consumer is a black bear?  
How do you know? 

Food Chain Activity: 
Directions: Cut out the pictures, arrows and descriptions.  Place the pictures, arrows and descriptions in the proper order to 
show and label the food chain.

Draw and label your own food chain.  

Exit Slip:
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Herbivore Carnivore Sort Activity
Directions: Food Chain:  Cut out the pictures, arrows and descriptions.  Place the pictures, arrows and 
descriptions in the proper order to show and label the food chain. 

Carnivore Consumer

Consumer Herbivore Carnivore

Producer

Consumer

11



Left Blank Intentionally for Sort Activity
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